
 



Summer 2020 Professional Learning Calendar (Revised) Updated June 17 
 
We have shifted gears and reprioritized our Summer PD Calendar to meet the changing needs of teachers and students.  Many events outside the district were cancelled or moved online, while all offerings within 
the district are currently slated to be online.  Please note that some sessions will be synchronous (live and together) while others are designed for asynchronous learning (at your own pace).  Additional offerings 
for this summer will likely be added to our calendar soon.  In addition to items and events listed below, staff can also access the KSD Learns Online: Adult Learning & Support Plan, with links to many recorded 
sessions from this spring.  Additional free webinars and session links are being added to that document each week. 
 

Dates Mode Event Description Location Notes 

Available Now 

 

STARR Commonwealth: 
Trauma-Informed 
Resilient Schools 
 

 

STARR Commonwealth is offering one of their baseline courses FREE to educators. 
Trauma-Informed Resilient Schools teaches school professionals how to create trauma-informed 
schools and classrooms. The training focuses on resilience, exploring the core values and beliefs 
of educators and places an emphasis on understanding how trauma impacts children and their 
school experience. Lastly, proactive strategies such as fostering connections, prioritizing social 
and emotional skills, establishing safety, and promoting play are presented. 
 
Staff who enroll and complete this six-hour course can earn a $100 stipend for their time, OR 
staff can count the completion of this course for the contracted summer flex day. 
 
Be sure to use the coupon code TRAUMAINFORMED (all caps) at checkout.  
 

Download the 
course now at  
https://store.starr.o
rg/Course/view/tra
uma-informed-resil
ient-schools  
 
 

 
You will have access to 
the course for one year. 

Available Now 

 

ISTE U Microcourse: 
Assessing Learning in 
Online Environments 
 

Assessments and feedback are critical components of high-quality online learning – for students 
and teachers alike. By taking this course, you will be able to: 

● Incorporate formative assessments into online teaching. 
● Provide meaningful feedback to all students through digital tools. 

Enroll in Frontline 
(MLP) and 
https://www.iste.or
g/isteu/microcours
es  
 

Judy Suchanek 
can assist with 
payment. 

 
Cost: $19 member / $25 
nonmember 

Available Now 

 

ISTE U Microcourse: 
Creating Community in 
Online Classrooms 
 

Building relationships and fostering connections with and between students are essential for 
learning. By taking this course, you will be able to: 

● Establish communication and build classroom community in an online or blended 
learning space. 

● Facilitate collaborative learning experiences in digital learning environments. 
 
 

Enroll in Frontline 
(MLP) and 
https://www.iste.or
g/isteu/microcours
es  
 

Judy Suchanek 
can assist with 
payment. 

 
Cost: $19 member / $25 
nonmember 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1izYWOdTjA0zEfpgxoHOWozfp1sZXvj-SYCqRm2D3pLs/edit#gid=831616735
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kGk-m3DmqxFcqbib6xzQaGnoqXQno5eM/view?usp=sharing
https://store.starr.org/Course/view/trauma-informed-resilient-schools
https://store.starr.org/Course/view/trauma-informed-resilient-schools
https://store.starr.org/Course/view/trauma-informed-resilient-schools
https://store.starr.org/Course/view/trauma-informed-resilient-schools
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses


Available Now 

 

ISTE U Microcourse: 
Designing Online 
Learning Experiences 

Learning online looks different than learning in a traditional classroom, and it comes with its own 
unique opportunities and challenges. By taking this course, you will be able to: 

● Design and facilitate effective, engaging and impactful content and lessons for a digital 
or blended classroom. 

● Incorporate student agency and autonomy into online lessons. 
 
Judy Suchanek can assist with payment. 

Enroll in Frontline 
(MLP) and  
https://www.iste.or
g/isteu/microcours
es  
 

 

 
Cost: $19 member / $25 
nonmember 

Available Now 

 

JumpStart Plus: A 
Technology Course for 
Thoughtful Educators 

By guiding you through a series of hands-on projects, JumpStart gives you the confidence and 
skills to make smart, pedagogically sound choices about the tech you use in your teaching. 
Although this course does not focus on distance learning, all of the modules are applicable in 
distance or face-to-face situations, and course graduates have said that it helped them feel much 
better prepared for emergency remote teaching.  
 
The Basic version of this course, which is self-paced, can be taken at any time during the year. 
We will coordinate internal conversations among staff members taking the course through KSD. 

Enroll in Frontline 
(MLP) and 
https://tinyurl.com/
y8wr75rm  
 

Judy Suchanek 
can assist with 
payment.  

 
Cost: $149 provides 
access to the course for 
a year 
 
  

Available Now 

 

Race and Culture in 
American Life and 
History 

In this free online course, learners will deepen their understanding and appreciation of ways in 
which race, ethnicity and cultural diversity have shaped American institutions, ideology, law, and 
social relationships from the colonial era to the present. Race and ethnicity are ideological and 
cultural categories that include all groups and individuals. Hence, this course is designed in 
significant part to take a broad look at the ideology of race and cultural diversity in America’s past 
and present.  
 
Staff who enroll and complete this course can earn 1 hour of salary credit through HR or a $100 
stipend for their time.  Staff can also count the completion of this course for the contracted 
summer flex day, but not if they are claiming salary credit or a stipend. 
 

Enroll in Frontline 
(MLP) and 
https://tinyurl.com/
y78x4me9   

Free online course 
offered through 
University of Illinois.  
Beginner level with 
flexible deadlines 

Available Now 

 

The Science of 
Well-Being 

In this course you will engage in a series of challenges designed to increase your own happiness 
and build more productive habits. As preparation for these tasks, Professor Laurie Santos 
reveals misconceptions about happiness, annoying features of the mind that lead us to think the 
way we do, and the research that can help us change. You will ultimately be prepared to 
successfully incorporate a specific wellness activity into your life. 
 
Staff who enroll and complete this course can earn 1 hour of salary credit through HR or a $100 
stipend for their time.  Staff can also count the completion of this course for the contracted 
summer flex day, but not if they are claiming salary credit or a stipend. 
 

Enroll in Frontline 
(MLP) and 
https://www.cours
era.org/learn/the-s
cience-of-well-bein
g  

 
Free online course 
offered through Yale 
University  

https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://tinyurl.com/y8wr75rm
https://tinyurl.com/y8wr75rm
https://tinyurl.com/y78x4me9
https://tinyurl.com/y78x4me9
https://www.coursera.org/learn/the-science-of-well-being
https://www.coursera.org/learn/the-science-of-well-being
https://www.coursera.org/learn/the-science-of-well-being
https://www.coursera.org/learn/the-science-of-well-being


Available Now 

 

Modern Classroom 
Essentials 
 

This free safe-paced course from The Modern Classroom Project guides participants through 
several online modules.  Examples focus mostly on 6th-12th grade, but teachers of all grade 
levels can benefit greatly from the learning.  Topics explored include 

● Creating high quality blended instruction 
● Designing effective self-paced structures 
● Teaching and grading for mastery 

 
Staff can count the completion of this course for the contracted summer flex day. 
 

Enroll in Frontline 
(MLP) and 
https://learn.moder
nclassrooms.org/c
ourses/essentials  

 
Free online course 

June 11 
 
 

 

New Teacher 
Technology Orientation 
 
Technology & Learning PD 

Session will include introductions to foundational KSD Tech Resources, including core apps, 
district applications, and the Schoology learning management system (LMS). 

Zoom Meeting 
Contact  
Nick Strecker 

 
9:00-12:00  

Open start from 
June 15 through 
July 2 

 

Schoology Foundations 
and/or   
Schoology Next Steps  
 
Technology & Learning PD 

Asynchronous Online Course in Schoology. Self-paced progress includes daily dedicated support 
hours with an all-participant Zoom collaboration and share opportunity at completion. 
 

Best practice for ALL levels of experience 
 
Schoology Foundations serves both current users’ review and users who are new to the LMS. 
Design course elements and prepare materials for the new school year. Structure your Course to 
fit your instructional methods organizing Files, Folders, Pagea and Links. Develop Assignments & 
Assessments to fit specific needs within your Courses. Foster collaboration with Discussions and 
Media Albums. Promote communication between yourself, your students and Parents using 
Messages.  
 

Schoology Next Steps: Take the LMS to the next level as you prepare materials, design course 
elements and consider how you'll engage students to advance learning in the year ahead. Build 
collaboration with colleagues and student experiences beyond class in Groups.  Explore all three 
facets of Resources ranging from your personal curation in My Resources to shared collaboration 
in Group Resources and the larger Schoology community of educators in Public Resources. 
Explore differentiation tools with Grading Groups & Individually Assign as well as create self-paced 
learning opportunities with Completion Rules planning lessons designed for online learning. 
 

Join anytime with 
Schoology Join 
Codes for 
 
Foundations:  
8WSS-P6PK-K3TGD 
 
Next Steps:  
PN3S-GWJ2-PNCVX 

 
Self-paced progress 
includes dedicated daily 
support hours with 
all-participant Zoom 
collaboration/sharing 
opportunities at 
completion. 
 

Open start from 
June 15 through 
July 2 

 

Finding Balance in a 
Digital World 
 
Technology & Learning PD 

Asynchronous Online Course in Schoology. Self-paced progress includes daily dedicated support 
hours with an all-participant Zoom collaboration and share opportunity at completion. 
 
A blended learning environment relies on technology resources that bridge face-to-face and virtual 
instruction. Grow your instructional efficacy and engage in the student learning perspective using 
our core apps, create instructional videos, ensure engagement in Zoom and more to provide 
virtual hands-on learning experiences for our students. 
 

Join anytime with 
Schoology Join 
Code 
JRQF-GH8J-S62CZ  

 

https://learn.modernclassrooms.org/courses/essentials
https://learn.modernclassrooms.org/courses/essentials
https://learn.modernclassrooms.org/courses/essentials
mailto:nick.strecker@kirkwoodschools.org
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June 15-July 15 
 
 

 

Kirkwood CCRTL 
VABB Academy 
 
https://www.culturallyrespon
sive.org/vabb-academy 
 
“How can we better serve 
those not currently having 
success in our schools?” 
 

 

Participants in this asynchronous video academy will view recorded sessions of Dr. Sharroky 
Hollie talking with a live audience.  Videos can be viewed anytime between June 15-July 15. 
Teachers will finish with take-away activities for immediate classroom use.  Session topics 
include: 

● What is cultural responsiveness and why is it necessary in our schools today? 
● Knowledge and context for addressing the needs of underserved students in terms of 

their sociopolitical and sociolinguistic relativity in the American educational system 
● Effective instructional strategies that validate and affirm underserved students across 

content areas and grade levels 
● Exploration of unaccepted language and the importance of schools to recognize these 

languages in a meaningful way through instruction 
● An overview of non-standard linguistic features (rules) and classroom contexts to build 

upon instructionally in the academic writing 
● A deeper dive into culturally responsive classroom management and academic 

vocabulary 
 

Teachers who have not yet attended the CCRTL Foundational Institute are expected to use 
exchange contract day to complete the VABB Academy. 

Sign up in 
Frontline (MLP).  
 
Enrollment links 
and passwords 
were emailed to 
staff on June 15. 
Please email 
Bryan Painter if 
you need 
assistance.  
 
Handouts are 
available at 
https://www.cultur
allyresponsive.org/
handouts  

 
 

40 people can also 
participate in a 
synchronous Jumpstart 
session with Dr. Hollie on 
August 4 (1:00-2:45). 
Sign up for this session 
separately in MLP.  
 

ALL staff members can 
participate in a live Q&A 
session with Dr. Hollie on 
August 4 from 3:00-4:00. 
Sign up for this session 
separately, as well. 

June 15-17 
 
 

 

CLR Summer Institute 
 
https://www.culturallyrespon
sive.org/summer-institutes  
 

 

 
SESSION FULL 

 
 
CLR 1  
Starts at 9am CST 
 
CLR 2  
Starts at 10am CST 
 

Available 
June 22 

 

ISTE U Microcourse: 
Ensuring Equity and 
Inclusion in Online 
Learning 
 

Ensuring your classroom is an inclusive learning environment can be a complex task – 
particularly in online environments. In order to promote equity, teachers are taking action to 
design and implement flexible, engaging lessons to support all learners, including learners with 
disabilities or limited English language proficiency. By taking this course, you will be able to: 

● Understand the importance of knowing your students and their needs to create a more 
equitable and engaging learning environment. 

● Effectively plan engaging digital lessons that support the needs of students with 
disabilities, English language learners and the youngest learners. 

Enroll in Frontline 
(MLP) and 
https://www.iste.or
g/isteu/microcours
es  

 
Free for a limited time 

https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/vabb-academy
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/vabb-academy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NdyOB98L_ZuODiOBoZ_0hhtpv5ORzbYC/view?usp=sharing
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/handouts
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/handouts
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https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/summer-institutes
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/summer-institutes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xNh0o1abc92nE-PmfbzGbms2mj3iZuuP/view?usp=sharing
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
https://www.iste.org/isteu/microcourses
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June 25 
 
 

 

New Teacher 
Technology Orientation 
 
Technology & Learning PD 

Session will include introductions to foundational KSD Tech Resources, including core apps, 
district applications, and the Schoology learning management system (LMS). 

Zoom Meeting 
Contact  
Nick Strecker 

 
9:00-12:00 

June 30-July 1 
 
 

 

Trauma-Informed 
School Conference 
 
https://www.beyondconsequ
ences.com/tisc-v  

This comprehensive, two-day trauma-informed conference is designed for educators, school 
administrators, school personnel, mental health professionals, and community partners. This 
conference will give you the understanding, knowledge, and tools you need to successfully 
create a trauma-informed learning environment, whether it is in a single classroom, a whole 
school, or an entire district. 

Online 
Register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested. 
 
$199 per person 

 
 

July 1 
 
 

 

A Comprehensive 
Approach to Literacy in 
a Blended Environment 
(K-2) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session will explore how to best incorporate the essential 
components of literacy in your daily approach.  The session will also include dedicated time 
toward implementation in a blended and/or online environment. 

● 9:00-10:30: A Comprehensive Approach (Core Block Essentials)  
● 10:45-11:45: Blended Learning with a Comprehensive Approach (Core Block Essentials)  

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  

 
 
9:00-11:45 

July 1 
 
 

 

A Comprehensive 
Approach to Literacy in 
a Blended Environment 
(3-5) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session will explore how to best incorporate the essential 
components of literacy in your daily approach.  The session will also include dedicated time 
toward implementation in a blended and/or online environment. 

● 12:00-1:30: A Comprehensive Approach (Core Block Essentials)  
● 1:45-2:45: Blended Learning with a Comprehensive Approach (Core Block Essentials) 

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  

 
 
12:00-2:45 

July 2 

 

New Teacher 
Technology Orientation 
 
Technology & Learning PD 

Session will include introductions to foundational KSD Tech Resources, including core apps, 
district applications, and the Schoology learning management system (LMS). 

Zoom Meeting 
Contact  
Nick Strecker 

 
9:00-12:00 

July 7-9 
 
 

 

CLR Summer Institute 
 
https://www.culturallyrespon
sive.org/summer-institutes  

 

 

SESSION FULL  
CLR 1  
Starts at 10am CST 
 
CLR 2  
Starts at 9am CST 

mailto:nick.strecker@kirkwoodschools.org
https://www.beyondconsequences.com/tisc-v
https://www.beyondconsequences.com/tisc-v
https://theliteracylink.org/
https://theliteracylink.org/
mailto:nick.strecker@kirkwoodschools.org
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/summer-institutes
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/summer-institutes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xNh0o1abc92nE-PmfbzGbms2mj3iZuuP/view?usp=sharing


July 8 
 
 

 

High-Impact 
Instructional Practices 
in a Literacy-Focused 
Environment (K-2) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session’s focus will be setting up a culture for readers and writers, 
including guidelines for best practice instruction and implementation.  The session will also 
include dedicated time toward blended learning and setting up literacy environments at home. 

● 9:00-10:30: Instructional Practices for a Literacy Focused Environment 
● 10:45-11:45: Literacy Instructional Practices in a Blended Environment 

  

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  

 
 
9:00-11:45 

July 8 
 
 

 

High-Impact 
Instructional Practices 
in a Literacy-Focused 
Environment (3-5) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session’s focus will be setting up a culture for readers and writers, 
including guidelines for best practice instruction and implementation.  The session will also 
include dedicated time toward blended learning and setting up literacy environments at home. 

● 12:00-1:30: Instructional Practices for a Literacy Focused Environment 
● 1:45-2:45: Literacy Instructional Practices in a Blended Environment 

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  

 
 
12:00-2:45 

July 13-15 
 

 

CLR Summer Institute 
 
https://www.culturallyrespon
sive.org/summer-institutes  

 

 

SESSION FULL  
CLR 1  
Starts at 11am CST 
 
CLR 2  
Starts at 11am CST 
 

July 13-31 

 

 

International Society 
for Technology in 
Education (ISTE) 
Summer Learning 
Academy 
 
https://summerlearningac
ademy.iste.org/  

This three-week PD program features synchronous and asynchronous learning opportunities 
about online teaching and learning, including four ISTE U Microcourses, 12+ live webinars with 
your peer experts including ISTE authors and ISTE Certified Educators, access to a personal 
learning forum and fun weekly prizes. Get the strategies, tools and connections you need to 
succeed online or in any learning environment. 
 
Spend just 1-2 hours a day gaining practical new skills for teaching in online environments – with 
fun Friday giveaways.  The schedule includes two-hour live interactive webinars from peers. 
Along the way, you’ll have the opportunity to participate in self-paced ISTE U Microcourses on 
the following topics: 

● Creating Community in Online Classrooms 
● Designing Online Learning Experiences 
● Assessing Learning in Online Environments 
● Ensuring Equity and Inclusion in Online Learning 

Three weeks of 
learning for only 
$20 ($250 value) 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  
 
Judy Suchanek 
can assist with 
conference 
payment. 

 
Educators who 
successfully complete 
the program can 
potentially earn 
continuing education 
units (CEUs) and 
graduate-level credit. 

https://theliteracylink.org/
https://theliteracylink.org/
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/summer-institutes
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/summer-institutes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xNh0o1abc92nE-PmfbzGbms2mj3iZuuP/view?usp=sharing
https://summerlearningacademy.iste.org/
https://summerlearningacademy.iste.org/


July 15 

 

Hands-On Math (PK-2) Our students learn by doing and we can too!  We will play with different math manipulatives and 
discover the perfect hands-on tools for teaching and reinforcing math concepts, whether you are 
teaching in person or virtual. Manipulatives are great for groups of all sizes – and they’re perfect 
for letting students explore and develop reasoning and problem-solving skills at any grade level. 
Take Home activities for parent involvement will be provided too!  

Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  
 
9:00-12:00 

 
Contact Michele Niece 
for additional information 

July 15 

 

Hands-On Math (3-5) Our students learn by doing and we can too!  We will play with different math manipulatives and 
discover the perfect hands-on tools for teaching and reinforcing math concepts, whether you are 
teaching in person or virtual. Manipulatives are great for groups of all sizes – and they’re perfect 
for letting students explore and develop reasoning and problem-solving skills at any grade level. 
Take Home activities for parent involvement will be provided too!  

Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  
 
12:30-3:30 

 
Contact Michele Niece 
for additional information 

July 16 

 

Teaching with DESMOS 
(Grades 6-12 math) 

Explore and play with DESMOS during this drop-in collaboration session.  Teachers will have the 
opportunity to learn the basics of DESMOS, plus time to explore and plan for lesson integration. 
Start time is 9:00, but you’ll have freedom to explore on your own throughout the day. 
Participants will receive information from Michele Niece regarding options for “drop-in” support. 

Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested. 

 
Contact Michele Niece 
for additional information 

July 20-22 

 

2020 Trauma & 
Resilience Virtual 
Conference 
 
https://starr.org/2020-traum
a-and-resilience-virtual-conf
erence/  

Starr Commonwealth's virtual conference is designed for helping professionals who work with 
children, adolescents, and families including, but not limited to: teachers, school administration 
and staff, psychologists, social workers, counselors, and hospice workers. 
 
Registrants will have access to their choice of live sessions, as well as the Q&As that follow. 
Recordings of all sessions each day will be available the following day. 

Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  
 
Judy Suchanek 
can assist with 
conference 
payment. 

 
$199 includes all-access 
participation in the virtual 
conference. 

July 20-22 

 

CLR Summer Institute 
 
https://www.culturallyrespon
sive.org/summer-institutes  
 

 

Registration includes: 
● Access to the live, interactive platform 
● Recordings of the virtual institutes 
● Culturally Responsive Minds membership 
● Dr. Sharroky Hollie’s two ebooks 

○ Strategies for Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching & Learning 
○ Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching and Learning: Classroom 

Practices for Student Success 
Participants will: 

● Clarify the relationship between your first thoughts and your last thoughts. 
● Amplify your CLR toolbox with the right actions for your students. 
● Simplify your lesson planning by creating a six week plan for September. 

 

Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested 
 
You can only 
attend a CLR 
Summer Institute if 
you’ve previously 
attended the 
two-day 
foundational 
institute or VABB 
Academy 

 
 
CLR 1  
Starts at 8:30am CST 
 
CLR 2  
Starts at 8:30am CST 
(added to MLP) 

https://starr.org/2020-trauma-and-resilience-virtual-conference/
https://starr.org/2020-trauma-and-resilience-virtual-conference/
https://starr.org/2020-trauma-and-resilience-virtual-conference/
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/summer-institutes
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/summer-institutes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xNh0o1abc92nE-PmfbzGbms2mj3iZuuP/view?usp=sharing
https://www.culturallyresponsiveminds.com/
https://www.teachercreatedmaterials.com/p/strategies-for-culturally-and-linguistically-responsive-teaching-and-learning/51462/
https://www.teachercreatedmaterials.com/p/culturally-and-linguistically-responsive-teaching-and-learning-second-edition/51731/
https://www.teachercreatedmaterials.com/p/culturally-and-linguistically-responsive-teaching-and-learning-second-edition/51731/


 
July 22 
 

 

Project Lead the Way 
K-5 Training 
 

Teachers will learn about Kirkwood’s philosophy regarding students’ K-5 science and 
engineering experience. They will dive into PLTW and gain certification for instruction. 
Attendance is required for all new teachers and teachers without PLTW certification. 
Pre-workshop work is necessary.  

Zoom Meeting 
Contact Keisha 
Seymour 
  

8:30-3:30 

July 22  
 
 

 

Foundational Literacy 
Skills in a Blended 
Environment (K-2) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session will focus on instruction to develop foundational literacy 
and essential/priority skills.  Topics include a focus on instruction, student practice, and 
accountability in on-campus, online, and blended environments.  

● 9:00-10:30: Understanding more about Foundational Literacy Skills (Phonic/Phonemic 
Awareness and Essential/Priority Skills) 

● 10:45-11:45: Foundational Literacy, Essential/Priority Skills in a Blended Environment 
 

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  
 

 
 
9:00-11:45 

July 22 
 
 

 

Foundational Literacy 
Skills in a Blended 
Environment (3-5) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session will focus on instruction to develop foundational literacy 
and essential/priority skills.  Topics include a focus on instruction, student practice, and 
accountability in on-campus, online, and blended environments.  

● 12:00-1:30: Understanding more about Foundational Literacy Skills (Phonics and 
Essential/Priority Skills) 

● 1:45-2:45: Foundational Literacy, Essential/Priority Skills in a Blended Environment 
 

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  
 

 
 
12:00-2:45 

July 24-25 

 

Teaching Black History 
Conference 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
3rd-annual-teaching-black-hi
story-conference-tickets-852
58686025 

Hosted by the Carter Center for K-12 Black History Education at Mizzou, this conference is for 
K-12 educators, community educators, and persons interested in the learning and teaching of 
black history. Workshops will focus on the conference's theme, Teaching Black Herstories, 
where presenters will help attendees understand the historic contributions of Black women 
throughout the globe. Black Herstories explores the distinct lived experiences and frameworks that 
deepen our understanding of the entanglements of race, class and gender and enrich our analysis 
of what it means to be human and how we get free.  
 
This conference will now be held virtually, with half of the presenters sharing live on July 24-25 
and additional presentations offered throughout the year, as part of CARTER history club 
professional development sessions.  
 

Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  
 
Judy Suchanek can 
assist with 
conference 
payment. 
 
 
 

  
$75 conference fee 
includes July 24-25 and 
professional development 
sessions throughout the 
year.  

https://theliteracylink.org/
https://theliteracylink.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-annual-teaching-black-history-conference-tickets-85258686025
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-annual-teaching-black-history-conference-tickets-85258686025
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-annual-teaching-black-history-conference-tickets-85258686025


Open start from 
July 27 through 
Aug 13 

 

Schoology Foundations 
and/or 
Schoology Next Steps 
 
Technology & Learning PD 
 

Best practice for ALL levels of experience 
 
Schoology Foundations serves both current users’ review and users who are new to the LMS. 
Design course elements and prepare materials for the new school year. Structure your Course to 
fit your instructional methods organizing Files, Folders, Pagea and Links. Develop Assignments & 
Assessments to fit specific needs within your Courses. Foster collaboration with Discussions and 
Media Albums. Promote communication between yourself, your students and Parents using 
Messages.  
 
Schoology Next Steps: Take the LMS to the next level as you prepare materials, design course 
elements and consider how you'll engage students to advance learning in the year ahead. Build 
collaboration with colleagues and student experiences beyond class in Groups.  Explore all three 
facets of Resources ranging from your personal curation in My Resources to shared collaboration 
in Group Resources and the larger Schoology community of educators in Public Resources. 
Explore differentiation tools with Grading Groups & Individually Assign as well as create self-paced 
learning opportunities with Completion Rules planning lessons designed for online learning. 
 

Join anytime with 
Schoology Join 
Codes for  
 
Foundations:  
BWQM-QB4D-B6762 
 
Next Steps:  
WCS3-CBR6-SH3QV 

 
Self-paced progress 
includes dedicated daily 
support hours with 
all-participant Zoom 
collaboration/sharing 
opportunities at 
completion. 

Open start from 
July 27 through 
Aug 13 

 

Finding Balance in a 
Digital World 
 
Technology & Learning PD 

Asynchronous Online Course in Schoology. Self-paced progress includes daily dedicated support 
hours with an all-participant Zoom collaboration and share opportunity at completion. 
 
A blended learning environment relies on technology resources that bridge face-to-face and virtual 
instruction. Grow your instructional efficacy and engage in the student learning perspective using 
our core apps, create instructional videos, ensure engagement in Zoom and more to provide 
virtual hands-on learning experiences for our students. 

Asynchronous 
Online Course in 
Schoology. 
 
Join anytime with 
Schoology Join 
Code 
FB9R-4R8X-FTK6H 

 

July 29  
 
 

 

Literacy Goal Setting 
and Engagement in a 
Blended Environment 
(K-2) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session will focus on setting meaningful student goals, fostering 
student engagement, and developing positive reading behaviors.  The session will include 
conversation about goal setting and student engagement in online and blended environments.  

● 9:00-10:30: Identifying and Setting Student Goals for Engagement & Growth 
● 10:45-11:45: Goal Setting & Engagement in Online & Blended Environments 

 

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  

 
 
9:00-11:45 

July 29 

 

Literacy Goal Setting 
and Engagement in a 
Blended Environment 
(3-5) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session will focus on setting meaningful student goals, fostering 
student engagement, and developing positive reading behaviors.  The session will include 
conversation about goal setting and student engagement in online and blended environments.  

● 12:00-1:30: Identifying and Setting Student Goals for Engagement & Growth 
● 1:45-2:45: Goal Setting & Engagement in Online & Blended Environments 

 

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  

 
 
12:00-2:45 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/wf57wkb82kwpqqb/KirkwoodCoreApps2020.pdf?dl=0
https://theliteracylink.org/
https://theliteracylink.org/


July 30 
 
 

 

New Teacher 
Technology Orientation 
 
Technology & Learning PD 

Session will include introductions to foundational KSD Tech Resources, including core apps, 
district applications, and the Schoology learning management system (LMS). 

Zoom Meeting 
Contact  
Nick Strecker 

 
9:00-12:00 

August 4 

 

CCRTL Jumpstart During this synchronous session with Dr. Hollie and Felicia Homberger, you will deepen your 
understanding around CLR mindset and skillset to jumpstart your classroom CLR instruction. 
Group size is limited to 40.  All staff who have participated in this summer’s VABB Academy 
and/or on-site foundational workshops are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity. 

Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested. 

 
1:00-2:45 

August 4 

 

CCRTL Live Q&A with 
Sharroky Hollie 

Join Dr. Sharroky Hollie for a live (online) Q&A session.  All staff who have participated in this 
summer’s VABB Academy and/or on-site foundational workshops are encouraged to take 
advantage of this opportunity. 

Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested. 

 
3:00-4:00 

August 5 
 
 

 

Monitoring Student 
Literacy Goals in a 
Blended Environment 
(K-2) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session will focus on monitoring student goals to hold students 
and teachers accountable for growth.  Additional topics will include self-reflection, making 
instructional adjustments, and fostering student ownership in learning. The session will include 
conversations about monitoring literacy goals  in online & blended environments. 

● 9:00-10:30: Monitoring Student Literacy Goals (Teacher and Student) 
● 10:45-11:45: Monitoring Student Goals in a Blended Environment 

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  

 
 
9:00-11:45 

August 5 
 
 

 

Monitoring Student 
Literacy Goals in a 
Blended Environment 
(3-5) 

KSD has engaged consultants from The Literacy Link to facilitate ongoing professional learning 
in support of K-5 literacy.  This session will focus on monitoring student goals to hold students 
and teachers accountable for growth.  Additional topics will include self-reflection, making 
instructional adjustments, and fostering student ownership in learning. The session will include 
conversations about monitoring literacy goals  in online & blended environments. 

● 12:00-1:30: Monitoring Student Literacy Goals (Teacher and Student) 
● 1:45-2:45: Monitoring Student Goals in a Blended Environment 

Online via Zoom 
 
Please register in 
Frontline (MLP) if 
you are interested.  

 
 
12:00-2:45 

August 10-14 

 

New Teacher Welcome 
and Orientation 

Welcoming activities and training/support for teachers new to Kirkwood.  Mentors are actively 
involved in much of this week, with time dedicated to work with new colleagues.  In addition to 
curriculum basics and required training (i.e. ALICE, mandated reporting), first-year threads of 
learning will focus on the following themes: 

● Empathy, Connections, & Relationships 
● Educational Equity 
● Rigor & Relevance 
● Creativity and Play 

We hope to provide new teacher orientation 
using a blended learning model, via 
face-to-face opportunities and 
synchronous/asynchronous digital learning 
opportunities.  Any on-campus experiences 
will be designed to comply with CDC and local 
health guidelines. 

mailto:nick.strecker@kirkwoodschools.org
https://theliteracylink.org/
https://theliteracylink.org/








 


